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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 215990 

LIMDIS 

POLLOWING REPEAT KIGALI 984 ACTION STATE INFO BONN LONDON 
KINSHASA NAIROBI AUG 11. 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL KIGALI 984 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, CGEN 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: DISAPPEARANCE OP BRITISH SUBJECT MARK ELIAS 

REF: KIGALI 979 

1. AS NOTED REPTEL, THIS EMBASSY HAS UNTIL NOW KEPT OFPICIAL 
HANDS OPF ELIAS CASE ON BASIS HIS BRITISH NATIONALITY AND OUR 
SOMEWHAT COMPLICATED PERSONAL INTEREST IN HIS PATE. WE 
UNDERSTAND HMG HAS ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN CLARIPICATION THROUGH 
ITS OWN CHANNELS, NOTABLY PRENCH EMBASSY KAMPALA, BUT HAS 
HAD NO SUCCESS. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 215990 

2. 1 WONDER NOW WHETHER WE HAVE NOT BEEN REMISS IN PAIRING 
OURSELVES TO PRESS POR INFO ON ELIAS' FATE. ALTER ALL, AS 
SET FORWARD BY WASHINGTON, OUR HR POLICY DOES NOT 
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN RIGHTS OF AMCITS AND OF OTHERS, AND THOSE 
OP ELIAS-A VERY DECENT AND THOROUGHLY INNOCENT FELLOW AS 
PAR AS I AM AWARE-HAVE ALMOST CERTAINLY BEEN GROSSLY 
VIOLATED. 
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3. THREE MONTHS HAVE NOW PASSED SINCE LAST CONTACT BETWEEN 
ELIAS IN KIAMPALA AND MRS. WITT AT THIS EMBASSY. THERE HAS 

BEEN ABSOLUTELY NO CONFIRMED WORD OF HIS WHEREABOUTS OR WELL- 
BEING IN INTERIM, ALTHOUGH RUMORS ABOUND OF HIS HAVING BEEN 
IMPRISONED AND/OR EXECUTED BY AMIN'S GOONS. ELIAS' WIFE AND 
SISTER (IN LONDON), AND DAUGHTERS (IN CANADA), AS WELL AS 
MRS. WITT HERSELF, HAVE MADE REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN 
INFO, THROUGH HMG, FRG, SWISS, AND UNHRC, SO FAR TO NO AVAIL. 

4. UNLESS DEPT OBJECTS, I PROPOSE TO PUT QUESTION OF ELIAS' 
WHEREABOUTS TO UGANDAN CHARGE HERE, THOUGH I DOUBT THIS WILL 
PROVE FRUITFUL. (SUCH A MOVE COULD OF COURSE REINFORCE 
UGANDAN SUSPICIONS OF ELIAS' SUPPOSED INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITY 

ON OUR BEHALF.) 

5. CAN WE-SHOULDN'T WE-PROCEED BY OTHER MEANS AS WELL TO 
PROBE FATE OF THIS GOOD FRIEND OF U.S.? PLEASE ADVISE. 

6. DRAFTER: AMB. CRIGLER UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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